Stuart Shahid Bamforth

BAFTA award-winning Producer-Director

tel: 07956 830 398   email: stuart@dekkoproductions.co.uk
Background:

I’m a BAFTA-winning producer-director with a strong journalistic background, visual flare, great story-telling ability, and a proven aptitude for getting the most out of contributors. My career has spanned the genres, but my passion is for popular documentaries.

In 1999 I picked up a BAFTA for a programme about the Brixton Nail Bomb, and subsequently I have made number of award-winning documentaries as well as popular terrestrial television.

My documentary ‘De-Coded: Making Of The Matrix’ was the highest rating programme of the year (after the Michael Jackson interview) on Channel 5, and more recently I directed MTV’s most successful show ever in Pimp My Ride (5ive).

Film and Television Production:

2008
Producer-Director, A13 Road Movie. Independent, self-shot documentary about the famous road, its history & myths, and the amazing people & places enroute. Dekko Productions.

2007
Director, Orange Playlist. ‘Desert Island Discs for TV’. Beautifully shot, great treatment of archive, and presenter Jayne Middlemiss probes guests - Juliette Lewis, Enrique Iglesias, Scissor Sisters, etc - about the tracks of their lives. Initial/Endemol for ITV1.

2006
Director, Inside Out. BBC’s weekly peak-time documentary series. Special programme about Polish immigration to UK. BBC1.

2006
Director, Pimp My Ride. Extreme car-makeover series presented by Tim Westwood. MTV’s most successful show ever. TXd on Channel 5

2005 
Director, Boundary Boys. 1-hour ob doc about a gang of Bangladeshi Muslim youth on East End estate. Commissioned from Somethin Else by Richard Klein for BBC2 (Abandoned after 6 months. Access issues)


2005
Producer-Director, Elvis Mania. 4 short documentary films about the Elvis Presley for Saturday night show (+7 millions viewers) for ITV1

2005
Shooting AP, Going Home. 1-hour ob doc about black British family returning home to West Indies after 40 years in UK. Directed by the legendary Horace Ove. Smoking Dogs Films for BBC2

2004
Director, Get In The Picture. Documentary looking at under-represented ethnic minorities in British film industry. Featuring Gurinder Chadha, David Oyewolo, Naomie Harris & Nitin Sawhney. UK Film Council/Working Title Films

2004
Producer-Director, The Tardis. Short documentary about Asian youth and British gangsters. Screened in 32 Cineworld cinemas across UK. Winner of FourDocs Factual Film Award, Super Shorts 2006
2004
Writer/Consultant, India Rocks. 30 minute radio documentary, presented by Bobby Friction for BBC Radio 1

2004
Producer-Director, Boom! Interview & archive-based educational film deconstructing processes of making of music videos. Broadcast on MTV, and distributed through schools nationally

2004
Producer-Director, Collections of Cool. Archive-based film presenting the results of MTV’s extensive research on youth culture

2003
Producer-Director/Facilitator, Child of Bethlehem. Documentary consisting of 5 short films made with children during a month in Palestine. Winner of Best Documentary at Real To Reel International Film Festival, 2004

2003
Director, Mash. Weekly pan-European lifestyle series filmed & broadcast across Europe profiling cutting-edge youth culture. MTV

2003
Director, De-Coded: Making Of The Matrix. Documentary on the Matrix phenomenon and its hidden meanings. A Somethin’ Else production, and single highest-rating show of the year (after Michael Jackson interview) on Channel 5

2003
Producer-Director, A Forum With Tony Blair: Is War The Answer?  A history to the build-up of the then imminent war with Iraq. MTV

00-03 Producer-Director, Kalbe’s World. Observational documentary about 18-year-old Asian boy growing up in East London. Audience Award for Best Short at Raindance East Film Festival, 2003. Dekko Productions.

03/04 Director/Facilitator for Mouth That Roars, producing educational films with disenfranchised groups (refugees, excluded children, drug issues, etc.)

2002
Producer-Director, Football Shorts. Series of profiles of world’s top footballers in 2002 World Cup, inc. Ronaldinho, and 2002 World Player of Year Luis Figo. Broadcast globally on MTV

01/02 Producer-Director, FANatic. Factual entertainment series on relationship between super-fans and their pop idols. Including Mariah Carey, Macy Gray, Jamiroquai, Usher & Sisqo. MTV for Channel 4

99/00
Director, Nick News. Series 1 & 2 of BAFTA & RTS-winning (Best Children’s Programme – Factual), ground-breaking youth news programme. Wised Up productions for Nickelodeon

99/00 Director, Snowball, MTV’s music & snowboarding lifestyle series

1998
Director, Wise Up. Double-BAFTA and triple-Emmy award-winning teenage social issues reportage series. Carlton UK for Channel 4

96/7
Producer-Director/Series Producer, Sports India. Weekly 1-hour show broadcast to potential audience of over a billion in India, and across Asia. Based in Delhi office of Trans World International (TWI)

Education
1989-92 
First Class BA (Hons) Degree in Cultural Studies, 

 

University of East London 

1994 
Studied for Post Graduate Certificate in Film & TV Production (Documentary) 

Northern Media School, Sheffield Hallam University
Additional Information

Between TV contracts I run film-making workshops with young people from disenfranchised groups, and facilitate the making of issue-based films about their lives to promote their empowerment through access to the media. 

I am an accomplished self-shooter with a passion for ideas, and diverse interests ranging from football to feminism, pop-culture to post-colonialism, and interior design to architecture.

I have a fairly good understanding of French, rudimentary Spanish and ‘ropey’ Hindi/Urdu! I have a special interest in stories from the Indian Subcontinent and the Islamic world.
I stood for 3 years on the Local Advisory Council for BBC London, between 2000 and 2003.
